Dear Friends 10" July 2011

The weekend of May 28" was a very special time for the Catholic community of Lukulu — one of their
own sons, Fr Evans Chinyama Chinyemba OMI was to be ordained Bishop of the Diocese of Mongu. It is
true to say that the ordination itself on Saturday 28 May, and the thanksgiving Mass at Our Lady of
Lourdes Cathedral on Sunday were glorious joyful ceremonies with all the colour and spontaneity of the
Lozi people of the Western Province. One sad note was that retired Bishop Paul Duffy was not able to
preside at the ordination due to ill health. Nevertheless he remained very present to all gathered as
many tributes were rightly paid to him for having led and developed the Mongu Diocese since its
inception in 1997.

The occasion began for us two days beforehand when we travelled to Mongu with Bishop Chinyemba’s
family from his home village. The day itself began when people from all corners of the Diocese started
to gather around the beautifully decorated outside altar at the Cathedral in Mongu, adorned with the
Bishop’s motto “Do whatever he tells you” John 2:5. The fact that we were present to witness the
Episcopal ordination of a Lukulu man would suggest that the local Church has come of age, despite the
fact that we are only celebrating the 75" Jubilee in Lukulu this September.
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The ordination was conducted by the first Zambian Cardinal, Cardinal Mazombwe, and took about four hours. It
did not feel lengthy but was engaging, reverent and joyful, with much singing and dancing. Once consecrated as
Bishop of Mongu Diocese, complete with mitre and crozier the Bishop took time to give his first blessing to his
Diocesan flock. The symbols used on his Coat of Arms, while including religious symbols, also depict his roots in
the Western province of Zambia through the presence of a fish, representing Christ but also the source of
livelihood for most of the Diocese, a hut (zango), Water (of Baptism) but also of the Zambezi and traditional
walking sticks used widely by shepherds on the Plains of the local area but also the staff of a Bishop.



j DO WHATEVER HE TELLS YOU

Presentation of gifts to the newly ordained Bishop was wisely left until immediately after the ceremony.
This was truly a spectacle to behold with a great variety of gifts being presented, from beds to goats, to
fruits and everything else in between!







